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Re: Fields Brook Action Group Comments on Proposed ESD 
for Detrex Corporation Source Area (OUS)- Fields Brook 
Superfund Site, Ashtabula, Ohio 

Dear Messrs. Felitti and Thompson: 

As a follow up to our meeting on November 16, 2011, and in response to your 
request, enclosed please find various comments from the Fields Brook Action Group 
("FBAG") regarding the draft Explanation of Significant Differences ("ESD") for the 
Detrex Corporation Source Area prepared by the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency ("USEP A") dated October 2011. These comments are submitted on behalf of all 
of the FBAG member companies except Detrex Corporation. By this submission, the 
FBAG has provided USEPA with more expansive and detailed comments concerning 
remedial action to address DNAPL containment at the Detrex facility, which supplement 
those presented verbally during our prior meetings and transmitted through earlier written 
submittals to the Agency. 

The comments explain that the changes envisioned by the draft ESD 
fundamentally alter the ROD-selected remedy and do not meet the ROD-defined 
objectives for the Detrex facility by substituting a passive containment system in place of 
an aggressive treatment remedy. Moreover, the proposals embodied by the ESD are 
inconsistent with USEPA's policy for treatment of a Principal Threat Waste represented 
by the extensive DNAPL containment at the Detrex site. As a result, the ESD improperly 
attempts to achieve these changes without compliance with ROD amendment procedures 
required by applicable regulations and EPA ROD guidance, thereby jeopardizing the 
$60 million investment made by the FBAG members in the remediation of Fields Brook. 
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In addition, the FBAG comments describe why the containment measures 
implemented to date by Detrex have been ineffectual, and they provide substantive 
proposals for the design and implementation of an effective vacuum-enhanced extraction 
system for the removal of DNAPL from the primary source area at the Detrex facility. 
Gradient Corporation and Haley & Aldrich have prepared this joint submission to 
maximize their respective capabilities. As you are aware, Gradient has extensive 
knowledge related to the overall Fields Brook site and the DNAPL containment present 
at the Detrex facility. Haley & Aldrich pioneered vacuum enhanced remediation 
technologies in the late 1980s, and has wide-ranging experience in designing and 
operating vacuum extraction systems, including for remediation of DNAPL at other low 
hydraulic conductivity sites similar to the Detrex facility. Haley & Aldrich worked 
closely with Gradient in developing the detailed comments related to the redesign of the 
DNAPL extraction system for the Detrex facility. 

The FBAG and its technical consultants are willing to assist in the review of a 
work plan and design documents prepared by Detrex to reflect implementation of these 
comments. The FBAG does not believe that the current ESD is necessary to implement 
the proposals incorporated in its comments. Indeed, the FBAG's comments make clear 
that the draft ESD actually anticipates an amendment to the current ROD which is neither 
appropriate nor necessary. 

After you have an opportunity to review the substantive comments submitted by 
the FBAG, please let me know what steps the Agency envisions from this point forward. 

REC/rd 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

~~~ Jh~~~~~~-
On behalf of the FBAG companies 

cc: All Members of Fields Brook Action Group 
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 Figure 1 

 DNAPL Thicknesses Observed in Detrex Source Control Monitoring Wells 

 Detrex Facility, Fields Brook Superfund Site, Ashtabula, OH  
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Source: Detrex Corporation.  2009.  Monthly Status Report – April 2009, Fields Brook Superfund Site, Detrex Source Area, 

Ashtabula, Ohio.  May 14, 2009. 
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Figure 2 
ROD-Recommended DNAPL Recovery Well Layout (Figure 7 from the SCOU ROD) 

Fields Brook Superfund Site, Ashtabula, OH 

 








